
The way we work is rapidly 
changing, says careers expert 
Michelle Gibbings in Career 
Leap: How to Reinvent and 
Liberate your Career. “It’s 
mainly thanks to technology,” 
she says. “We’re already seeing 
robots dispensing prescription 
drugs, researching case law 
and analysing insurance 
claims.” According to 
Gibbings, the 2017 McKinsey 
Global Institute Report found 
that almost half of today’s 
work activities can potentially 
be automated. 

So, how do we future-proof 
our career? “These days, 
careers are fluid, flexible and 
organic – they take a degree 
of reinvention. People need 
to be adaptable, ready to 
continuously learn and be 
prepared to take charge of 
their career development.”

Automating repetitive, 
mundane tasks frees people 
to follow more creative and 
caring based pursuits that 
computers just can’t do. 
“Consequently, creative 
thinking, problem solving, and 
using social and emotional 
capabilities will be crucial 
skills to have in the future.”
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It is believed that Myanmar's Kuthodaw 
Pagoda is home to the world’s largest book – 
a collection of 730 marble tablets bearing the 
scriptures of Theravada Buddhism. 

The Perfectionists
Simon Winchester
The author traces the development of 
technology, exploring the one thing he 
finds crucial to its evolution: precision. 
It’s a fascinating journey that also 
has Winchester looking at whether 
traditions like craftsmanship are valued 
by a society that pursues the ultra-
precise, and whether the precise and 
the natural can co-exist.

The Fates Divide
Veronica Roth
Cyra and Akos are ruled by their 
spoken, unchangeable fates. In spite 
of that, Akos loves Cyra, even as he 
lives in service to her family. When 
Cyra’s tyrannical father ignites a war, 
the duo are desperate to stop him, at 
any cost. And they will find that fate… 
is a funny thing.

Rebel Talent: 
Why It Pays to Break the 
Rules at Work and in Life
Francesca Gino
Harvard Business School behavioural 
scientist Gino advocates being a rebel 
with a cause, saying that defying the 
status quo brings success and happiness. 
After spending over 10 years studying 
rebels around the world, Gino argues that 
the future belongs to rebels, and shows 
readers how to let theirs emerge.

Puddin’
Julie Murphy
The novel sees Millie Michalchuk 
deciding to pass on fat camp this 
year, to chase a secret dream. 
Pretty Callie Reyes is next in line 
for dance team captain, but has 
more frenemies than friends. When 
the world throws them together, 
the girls find they have more in 
common than they ever imagined. 

Of Bromances and 
Biting Cute Babies 
Eugene Tee and Tsee Leng Choy
If you’ve ever wondered why you 
want to bite a cute baby’s cheeks, 
or love a good horror movie even 
though it scares you silly, you 
might find the answers right here. 
The authors explore the science of 
emotions, and include tips on how 
to better manage your emotions too.

Hobbit Day falls on 
September 22 – the 
birthday of beloved 
Tolkien-esque heroes 
Bilbo and Frodo 
Baggins. This makes 
it a great time to 
book yourself into the 
themed Hobbit Motel
waitomomotel.co.nz 
in Woodlyn Park, 
Otorohanga, New 
Zealand. There are 
two units available, 
complete with 
grass-topped roofs 
and those familiar 
round doors and 
windows. They’re 
built on a working 
farm, which also 
offers train-, plane- 
and ship-themed 
accommodation! 

And you can visit 
The Shire itself, at 
Hobbiton in Matamata, 
one of the sets for 
Peter Jackson’s epics 
– The Lord of The 
Rings and The Hobbit. 

Hobbit Day is 
celebrated with 
much merriment, 
of course; expect a 
bustling Marketplace, 
lots of food at the 
Party Marquee and 
a moonlit walk 
through Hobbiton. 
hobbitontours.com
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